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Bylaws 
Austin Table Tennis Association, Inc. 

Approved by the board and confirmed by member general election on October 26, 2025 

 

Article I - Name and Organization 

Section 1. Organization Name. The name of this organization is the Austin Table Tennis 
Association, Inc., doing business as the Austin Table Tennis Club, hereinafter referred to as “Club” 
or “ATTC.” 

Article II –Mission 

Section 1. The primary mission of the Club is to promote the physical development of boys, girls, 
young men and young women by providing facilities, equipment, organization, training and 
coaching to learn and compete in the sport of table tennis.  The sport of table tennis promotes 
physical conditioning, better hand eye coordination, and learning sportsmanship, civility, fair play, 
and teamwork.  The Club also provides supervision and training for all ages by certified table 
tennis coaches. 
 
Section 2.  The Club is organized as a corporation exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, 
literary or educational purposes within the meaning of Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code or the corresponding sections of any future federal tax code. 
 
Section 3.  The Club provides facilities and equipment to other youth focused organizations in the 
Austin area for table tennis training, practice, competition and coaching.  In addition, the Club is 
committed to provide a forever home that is open to individuals of all ages for practice, 
competition, and training as well as recreational play and camaraderie in an inclusive table tennis 
community. Senior citizens are encouraged to participate in the activities of the Club acting as 
mentors and role models to the younger participants. 
 

Article III: Directors and Officers 

Section 1. Board of Directors / Officers. The Board of directors shall be composed of seven (7) 
members. All members shall be Voting Members; all shall be elected at the annual Club Meeting 
as provided in Article V or appointed as provided in Article III Section 8; and all shall serve until 
(1) their successors are elected, (2) they resign, (3) they are dismissed, or (4) they are no longer a 
Voting Member. General management of Club affairs shall be entrusted to this group. The Club 
officers are limited to President, Secretary, Vice President, and Treasurer.  Three board members 
are designated as “Board Members at Large.”  A Board member may not be an employee or 
contractor of ATTC, nor an immediate family member or domestic partner of an employee or 
contractor of ATTC. 

Section 2. Terms.  All Officers of the Club will automatically assume positions as Directors of 
the Board when elected.  All Officers shall be elected to 2-year terms. The election years of the 
officers shall be staggered in such a way that the Treasurer, and Vice President shall be elected on 
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even numbered years and the President and Secretary shall be elected on odd numbered years.  
Board Members at Large will also serve 2-year terms.  One Board Member at Large will be elected 
in even numbered years; the other two Board Members at Large will be elected in odd numbered 
years.  No Board Member may serve more than two full consecutive terms for the same position; 
provided, however, if no candidate is nominated for that position during the nomination period, 
the Board may re-appoint that person to the position. 

Section 3. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Club and of the board. The President 
shall be the key point of contact for community inquiry, and act as Club spokesperson. The 
President shall be responsible for planning and goal development in an effort to further the 
objectives of the Club. In addition, the President shall be responsible for enforcing Club policy 
relating to player conduct and disciplinary action. If the President is absent from any meeting, the 
Vice President will preside. If neither the President nor the Vice President are available to preside 
at a meeting, the Board Members present shall appoint an acting president for the purpose of 
conducting the meeting at hand. 

Section 4. The Secretary shall keep a record of all meetings of the Club and of the board and of 
all matters of which a record shall be ordered by the Club; have charge of the correspondence, 
notify members of meetings, notify a member of any change in that member’s membership, notify 
officers and directors of their election to office, and carry out such other duties as are prescribed 
in these bylaws. 

Section 5. The Vice President shall assist the Secretary as needed and perform any and all duties 
assigned to or normally performed by the Secretary when the Secretary is absent or otherwise 
unavailable. 

Section 6. The Treasurer shall carry out all financial activities of the club, following GAAP 
(Generally Accepted Accounting Principles). Moneys shall be deposited in a bank designated by 
the board, in the name of the Club. The books shall at all times be open to inspection by the board 
and members and a report shall be given at every meeting on the condition of the Club’s finances. 
At the annual meeting an accounting shall be rendered of all moneys received and expended during 
the previous fiscal year. If the Club is not carrying directors’ and officers’ insurance, the Treasurer 
shall be bonded in such amount as the board of directors shall determine. The Treasurer may hire 
professional tax assistance with approval from the board of directors.   

Section 7. All Board Members.  All board members, regardless of position, have the following 
responsibilities: determine policies, procedures, and regulations for the conduct of ATTC; ensure 
the necessary resources, both financial and otherwise, for the operation of ATTC and its programs; 
monitor organization performance; represent the interests and needs of the organization; support 
and foster the mission statement of our organization to ensure the health and well-being of anyone 
involved with the organization; and stay informed of all issues facing the club and be available to 
vote on any issue put in front of the board.  The Board may require an elected or appointed member 
to take the oath of office and sign the director agreement attached to these bylaws.  The Board may 
also require a newly appointed or elected board member who has not served on the board 
previously to complete the orientation and training set out in the Board of Director Handbook.   
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Section 8. Vacancies. Any vacancies occurring on the board shall be filled until the next election 
for that position, at the board’s discretion, by either (1) a majority vote of the current members of 
the board at its first regular meeting following the creation of such vacancy, or (2) at a special Club 
meeting called by the board for that purpose.  If the vacancy is filled by a board vote, the board is 
encouraged to seek member input.  If the vacancy is filled by special Club meeting vote, the vote 
shall be held no more than 30 days after the vacancy occurs, under procedures set by the board. 

Section 9. Financial Agreements. With majority approval of the Board, the President and 
Treasurer shall have the authority and capacity to jointly sign contracts, agreements, deeds of trust, 
bank documents, closing documents, loan documents, and administer expenses when necessary to 
conduct Club business. 

Section 10. Board Member Removal. Board Members may be removed from office either by (1) 
a vote of the Board, or (2) by a petition signed by at least 51% of the Voting Members. 

Section 11. Board Meetings. Board meetings may be held in person, telephonically, 
electronically, or any combination thereof.  Any decision by the board must be approved by at 
least four (4) board members, regardless of the number of board members voting.  The Board must 
hold at least one meeting per month, with seven (7) days’ notice to members, and an opportunity 
for the members to add items to the meeting agenda up to 48 hours before the meeting.  Meeting 
minutes shall be available to the members at the Club and on the Club’s Internal Communication 
Platform.  Board meetings shall be open to the members; provided, however, the Board may hold 
a closed meeting for discussion purposes only.  Additional board meetings may be called by any 
Board Member. The Board Member requesting the meeting shall be responsible for scheduling the 
meeting to obtain a quorum. In cases where a conflict of interest is identified such as if a board 
member holds a relevant outside interest, the board member in question must abstain from any 
vote pertaining to such a conflict.  If the Board fails to provide the seven-day notice, any Member 
may, no later than five days after the meeting, require the Board to reconvene within seven days 
after the member’s notice by specifying which items decided by the Board the Member wants 
reconsidered.  If the Member provides that timely notice, the Board shall give adequate notice to 
the Member as to when they will reconvene to discuss the issues, and shall give the Member an 
opportunity to speak on the issues before voting. 

Section 12. Board Expenses and Fringe Benefits. Board members are not entitled to any 
compensation for their duties as board members, but may be reimbursed for any expenses they 
incur on behalf of the club if approved by the board. 
 
Section 13. Proxy Voting. A director may vote by proxy.  All proxies must be in writing, bear 
the signature of the director giving the proxy, and bear the date executed by the director.  A 
director who is represented by proxy in a vote is considered present. 
 
Section 14.  Action by Consent. Any decision required or permitted to be made at a meeting of 
the Board may be made without a meeting if a written consent to the decision is signed by the 
number of directors whose vote would be necessary to take the action at a meeting.  Each written 
consent must be signed and dated.  An electronic signature or other reproduction of a signed 
writing will be treated as an original.  The original signed consents will be placed in the corporate 
records. 
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Article IV: Membership 

Section 1. Eligibility. Any person who is willing to uphold and comply with the Bylaws of the 
Club and the rules of the USA Table Tennis Association and the applicable laws of the state of 
Texas shall be eligible for membership in the Club as provided in these Bylaws, unless expressly 
prohibited from joining by the Board. 

Section 2. Voting Member. Not all Members are eligible to vote in a Member election. To be a 
Voting Member the person must have been a continuous Member for ninety (90) days before the 
date of the election and not have any overdue dues.  Members with a single membership shall have 
one vote, and if the Member is under 18 years of age, the member’s parent shall vote for the 
Member.  Members having a family membership shall have 2 votes total regardless of the number 
of Members in the family. 

Section 3. Non-member Participant. Any person at the Club who is not currently a member is 
considered a non-member participant, including non-playing guests. 

Section 4. Termination of a Member. A Member may be terminated: (a) by resignation, (b) by 
lapsing, or (c) by a vote of at least 4 members of the board. Any member may resign from the Club 
by written notice.  A membership will be considered as lapsed and automatically terminated if 
such member’s dues remain unpaid for one calendar month. The board may terminate a person’s 
membership with or without cause.   

Article V: Club Meetings 

Section 1. Club Meetings. The Club will conduct at least one meeting annually (hereinafter “the 
Annual Meeting”) and other special Club meetings as needed.  All Club meetings will be held in 
Austin at such hour and place as may be designated by the board of directors. Notice of each such 
meeting shall be posted prominently inside the Club premises and club website and by email at 
least 7 days prior to the date of the meeting. Voting Members may submit agenda requests to the 
Secretary until 48 hours prior to the meeting. 

Section 2. Special Club Meetings. Special Club meetings may be called by (1) the President, (2) 
four or more members of the board, or (3) or upon receipt of a petition signed by 20% of the Voting 
Members and shall be scheduled by the Secretary. Such special meetings shall be held on Club 
premises at such date, and hour as may be designated by the person or persons authorized herein 
to call such meetings.  Said notice shall state the purpose of the meeting, and no other Club business 
may be transacted thereat. The quorum for such a meeting shall be the majority of the board plus 
at least 5 Voting Members. 

Section 3. Voting. Voting Members will vote electronically or by paper ballot during a 5-day 
voting period.  Proxy voting by members will not be allowed. 

Section 4. Member Request for a Vote. To request a vote, at least 20% of the Voting Members 
must petition for a Special Club Meeting as described in Section 2 above. Member-requested votes 
require a majority of the entire voting membership to pass. Member-requested votes may overturn 
a board decision. 
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Section 5. Order of Business. All meetings shall be conducted following general guidance of 
Robert’s Rules of Order.  Parliamentary procedure is based on the will of the majority; the right 
of the minority to be heard; protection of the rights of absentees; courtesy and justice for all; and 
consideration of one subject at a time. 

Article VI: The Club Year, Annual Meeting, Elections 

Section 1. Club Year. The Club’s fiscal year shall begin on the first day of January and end on 
the last day of December.  

Section 2. Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting shall be held in the second quarter of the year, 
preferably in May, at which the results of director and officer elections shall be announced. Each 
retiring officer shall turn over to the successor in office all properties and records relating to that 
office within 10 days after the election. 

Section 3. Nominations. A person must be nominated by another voting member to become a 
candidate for the board in a board election.  The nominee must be a voting member and accept the 
nomination within the nomination period by signing the form for nominations attached to these 
Bylaws.  There shall be a seven-day nomination period, ending two weeks before voting begins.  
Any board member accepting a nomination for a position other than the position they currently 
hold must immediately resign from the board. 

Section 4. Elections. The secretary will announce the results of the board member elections at the 
Annual Meeting. The votes will be counted by the current Secretary and confirmed by the current 
President. The nominated candidate receiving the greatest number of votes for each position shall 
be declared elected. In the event of a tie among two or more candidates, the new board shall select 
the winner among the tied candidates within 24 hours after the Annual Meeting.  No one person 
shall hold more than one board position at any one time.  

Article VII: Committees 

Section 1. The board may appoint standing committees to advance the work of the Club in such 
matters as determined by the Board.  Such committees shall always be subject to the final authority 
of the Board. Special committees may also be appointed by the Board to aid it on particular 
projects. Any committee may be immediately dissolved by majority vote of the Board. In such 
case, the Secretary shall notify each committee member. 

Section 2. Any committee appointment may be terminated by a majority vote of the Board upon 
verbal notice to the appointee; and the board may appoint successors to those persons whose 
services have been terminated. 

Article VIII: General Club Operation 

Section 1. General Club Operation. The board may hire a manager whose duty is to ensure the 
proper daily operation of the club facility and the associated business. The board has the 
responsibility of highlighting the manager’s duties and guidelines in the form of an employment 
contract. The manager has authority over day-to-day operating decisions for all provisions 
specifically granted in their operations contract.  
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Section 2. Club Rules and Policies. The board shall establish dues, rules and regulations related 
to normal operation of the Club. These policies shall include a Club Code of Conduct as well as a 
Policy for Disciplinary Action and Grievances. All non-member participants, members, and Board 
Members / Officers will be subject to the rules therein.  These policies may be amended by the 
Board of Directors.  These Club policies shall be posted in a prominent place at the Club facility, 
and any person (member, guest, or non-member participant) may be excluded from the facility 
upon failure to adhere to Club policies.  Persons may be excluded for the day by any board member 
or employee of the Club. No member or non-member participant, including guests, while on ATTC 
premises, may solicit any person to divert their table tennis consumer spending to another table 
tennis club. 

Section 3. Large Financial Transactions. Financial transactions (whether individually, in a 
group, or otherwise related) involving any capital improvement project or purchase of over 
$10,000 shall be approved by the Voting Members. Transactions between $1,000 and $10,000 
must be approved by the Board.  Transactions under $1,000 may be approved by either the board 
or the president with notice to the board. For example, a purchase of 16 table tennis tables costing 
$1000 each would need approval from the voting members, even if purchased one at a time. 

Section 4. Dues and Admission Fees. Membership dues, payment periods, daily fees, and 
discounted rates may be amended only by vote of the board of directors. 

Section 5. Club Hours and Facilities. Club hours may be amended by vote of the board of 
directors. Club facilities will be used for the purposes stated in Article II or for such other purposes 
as determined by the Board of Directors as being consistent with the non-profit character of the 
Club.  If Club hours are amended the Secretary shall post the change and send an email notice to 
Active Members. Facilities may be used for purposes not expressed in Article II with approval by 
the board of directors so long as this purpose does not conflict with the laws of the state, applicable 
IRS regulations, or with the objective and purposes of this Club, and the Board of Directors shall 
have sole authority to determine whether any activity falls within such scope. 

     Section 6.  Waiver of Liability.  The board shall adopt a Waiver of Liability that shall apply 
to all members and non-member participants.  All members agree to the Waiver of Liability for all 
past and future occurrences, even for times the person is not a member, by accepting a membership.  
In addition, the Board shall require each member to sign the waiver of liability, but the member 
will be bound by the Waiver of Liability even if they do not sign it.  All non-member participants 
(including non-playing guests) shall be required to sign the Waiver of Liability, although they are 
subject to the Waiver of Liability, even if they do not sign one, by entering the Club’s premises.   

 

Article IX: Amendments 

Section 1. Amendments to the bylaws may be proposed by the Board of Directors or by written 
petition addressed to the Secretary signed by a majority of the Voting Members. Amendments 
proposed by such petition shall be promptly considered by the Board of Directors and must be 
submitted to the Voting Members with recommendations of the Board by the Secretary for a vote 
within one month of the date when the petition was received by the Secretary. 
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Section 2. These bylaws may be amended by a majority vote of the Voting Members present and 
voting at any regular or special meeting called for the purpose, provided the proposed amendments 
have been included in the notices of the meeting. 

Article X: Dissolution 

Section 1. The Club may be dissolved at any time by the written consent of not less than three-
fourths of the Voting Members. In the event of the dissolution of the Club other than for purposes 
of reorganization whether voluntary or involuntary or by operation of law, none of the property of 
the Club nor any proceeds thereof nor any assets of the Club shall be distributed to any members 
of the Club but after payment of the debts of the Club its property and assets shall be given to a 
charitable organization  qualified under Section 501(c)(3), Internal Revenue Code as 
selected by the Board of Directors. 

Article XI: Arbitration 

Section 1. Any controversy or claim arising out the application of these bylaws, or to the breach 
thereof, shall be settled by arbitration in accordance with and under the rules of commercial 
arbitration and the judgment rendered by the arbitrator may be entered into any court having 
jurisdiction thereof. Both parties shall share the costs of arbitration equally. Each party shall be 
responsible for paying their own attorney’s fees and the costs, disbursements and miscellaneous 
expenses. Any arbitration commenced hereunder shall be held in Austin, Texas. Arbitration will 
become an option only after the claimant has exhausted all other options to settle the dispute 
contained in these bylaws or any club regulations, including mediation. 

Section 2. Selection of Arbitrator    

Notwithstanding any provision of the rules of commercial arbitration, the selection of the arbitrator 
shall be as follows: 

The parties shall first attempt to agree upon an arbitrator.  Each side shall submit a list of five (5) 
acceptable arbitrators to the other side.  These submissions shall be simultaneously.  If any person’s 
name appears on both lists, that person shall be the arbitrator.  If more than one name appears on 
both lists, the parties shall by agreement select the arbitrator from among those jointly listed.  If 
the parties cannot agree upon an arbitrator by the above or some other process, the presiding district 
judge in Travis County, Texas, will appoint an arbitrator who shall serve until the matter is resolved 
or until his death or resignation.  Any subsequent arbitrator shall be selected according to the 
process set out above. 

 

  



8 
 

Article XII: Indemnification 

Section 1. The corporation shall, to the extent legally permissible, indemnify each person who 
may serve or who has served at any time as an officer, director, or employee of the corporation 
against all expenses and liabilities, including, without limitation, counsel fees, judgments, fines, 
excise taxes, penalties and settlement payments, reasonably incurred by or imposed upon such 
person in connection with any threatened, pending or completed action, suit or proceeding in which 
he or she may become involved by reason of his or her service in such capacity; provided that no 
indemnification shall be provided for any such person with respect to any matter as to which he or 
she shall have been finally adjudicated in any proceeding not to have acted in good faith in the 
reasonable belief that such action was in the best interests of the corporation; and further provided 
that any compromise or settlement payment shall be approved by a majority vote of the board of 
directors who are not at that time parties to the proceeding. 

The indemnification provided hereunder shall inure to the benefit of the heirs, executors and 
administrators of persons entitled to indemnification hereunder. The right of indemnification under 
this Article shall be in addition to and not exclusive of all other rights to which any person may be 
entitled. 

No amendment or repeal of the provisions of this Article which adversely affects the right of an 
indemnified person under this Article shall apply to such person with respect to those acts or 
omissions which occurred at any time prior to such amendment or repeal, unless such amendment 
or repeal was voted by or was made with the written consent of such indemnified person. 

This Article constitutes a contract between the corporation and the indemnified officers, directors, 
and employees. No amendment or repeal of the provisions of this Article which adversely affects 
the right of an indemnified officer, director, or employee under this Article shall apply to such 
officer, director, or employee with respect to those acts or omissions which occurred at any time 
prior to such amendment or repeal. 

End of Bylaws 

 














